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The City of Burnaby is located on the ancestral and unceded homelands of the hangaminam and
Skwxwu7mesh Snichim speaking peoples. We are grateful for the opportunity to be on this territory.

Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area is a site of
cultural significance for the Host Nations. It is also
used by many groups who all have different recreation
interests. The City of Burnaby is preparing a Trail
Management Plan to help balance the needs and
interests of everyone who enjoys this special place,
while protecting the conservation area for future
generations. The creation of a new Trail Management
Plan was identified in the Environmental Conditions
Assessment completed in 2019.

What will the Trail Management Plan Include?

» conditions assessment and an
environmental report

» updated vision for the area
» a new network map
» policy recommendations

» a framework for collaborative decision making

City of

Burnaby




Project Timeline

Phase 1
Summer 2023

Literature review, site
analysis, and photo
documentation

Phase 2
Spring 2024

Community
engagement

Phase 3

Summer 2024

Draft Trail
Management

Plan

Phase 4
Fall 2025

—inal Trail
Management Plan
with implementation
plan




History of Burnaby Mountain

What is now known as Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area is located on the ancestral and unceded homelands of the hangaminam and SkwxwU7mesh
Snichim speaking peoples. For thousands of years, the area was used for hunting and harvesting bark, berries and medicinal plants.

»

»

First logged in 1903, the Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area
became a popular hiking area in the 1920s and an official park and
recreation area in 1957.

When nearby Simon Fraser University opened in the mid-1960s, it
transferred 820 acres of its land to the City to become a municipal park. In
1996, the Province transferred additional land to the City with a restrictive
conservation-related covenant. Voters in Burnaby, by referendum,
dedicated the area to be preserved as parkland in perpetuity.

»

Today, the Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area has been expanded
to 1,423 acres of municipal park land and is an important local mountain
ecosystem. Additionally, the area hosts the following features:

Hiking and mountain biking trails

Centennial Rose Garden

Trans Mountain Pipeline facilities

Mountain Air Bike Skills Course (currently being redesigned)
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A Municipal Conservation Area

A unique amenity

»

»

»

Most large conservation areas in British Columbia are

administered and crea
Conservation Area is s
municipal parks with a
in the Province.

ed by BC Parks. The Burnaby Mountain
nDecial because it is one of the only
restrictive conservation-related covenant

The intent of this covenant is to enhance and protect forests,
wildlite, plant life, and water systems. We recognize that the BMCA
IS an environmentally sensitive area of regional importance, and
recreation service provision is continually evolving.

The conservation area

natural beauty through

IS @ site of significance for Burnaby’s

ost Nations and is also popular with those who enjoy its

bird watching, hiking and mountain

biking on the 30 kilometres of recreational trail network.

1996

SFU transferred 820 acres to the City of Burnaby and created
the Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area (BMCA).

2000

City of Burnaby approved a Management Plan for the Burnaby
Mountain Conservation Area.

2019

City completed Environmental Conditions Assessment.

2023

City of Burnaby began the process to develop the Burnaby Mountain
Trail Management Plan.




Conservation on Burnaby Mountain
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Key Terms

Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area - Covenant

The BMCA is a municipal park with an additional conservation-related covenant on
the title, which was registered when the Province transferred the land to the City in
1996. The covenant states that the City may only develop the transferred lands to
include a public trail system and facilities to support the trail system.
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Recreation

Recreation sites and trails provide access and opportunities for many outdoor
recreation activities, such as hiking, mountain biking, bird watching and picnicking.

Level of protection

Prioritizing the level of protection for a conservation area or portions of a
conservation area can vary depending on specific use cases. For example,
the construction and maintenance of mountain biking trails may differ from the
techniques used to protect sensitive ecosystems.

Restoration

The implementation of maintenance techniques intended to return an area to a
desired state, which can differ depending on priority uses.

Invasive species

An invasive species is an organism (animal or plant) that is not indigenous to a
particular area. Without proper preventive measures, invasive species can cause
great environmental harm to an area.




Environmental Report

Purpose of the review

One of the initial tasks of the Trail Management Plan was to conduct an
environmental review to update the previous 2019 Environmental Conditions
Assessment. Since 2019, the mountain has seen additional trail maintenance in
some areas, while other areas have deteriorated due to higher use during the
pandemic. The Environmental Report provides an assessment of the valued
components and natural assets that make up the BMCA and helps guide

how best to protect and manage the natural habitat. Conservation should be
prioritized to sustainably manage the natural assets for years to come.

Soil erosion

Soil erosion was found to be the biggest threat to the identified species at risk
and their associated habitats within the park. Soil erosion can damage and
have a detrimental knock-on effect on vegetation, wildlife, surface water and

public safety.

Species at risk

There are currently 1/ species-at-risk found within the park, all of which could
be impacted by the trail systems, if left unmaintained.
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Environmental Report

Key recommendations

Regular Maintenance Invasive Species Management and Eradication
Regular maintenance of trails within the BMCA is crucial for ensuring a safe, A long-term plan to control the spread of invasives is required to ensure the
enjoyable and sustainable outdoor experience for visitors while minimizing the protection of the conservation area. The presence of species such as knotweed
impact on the surrounding environment. Below are some key aspects of trail and Himalayan blackberry causes a huge threat to the natural environment,
maintenance which should be considered: especially as they can be extremely difficult to remove. Short-term invasive

. species control and a long-term invasive species management plan is needed.
» Erosion control . .

The following measures should be considered:

» Vegetation buffer | |
» Invasive species control

» Bridges and board walks | |
» Invasive species management plan

» Trail surface maintenance
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Environmental Report

Key recommendations

Increased Fences and Park Presence Temporary Closure of Trails for Restoration

Fences in managed forest areas are often used as a conservation tool to preserve Sometimes, closing trails can help our ecosystems recover. Trail closures can be
habitats and protect sensitive ecosystems. Fences are already found throughout implemented for various reasons, including protecting sensitive habitats, promoting
the BMCA. However, we understand park users have previously vandalized them. natural regeneration and allowing ecosystems to recover from human impact.

Because of this, the following measures should be considered: )

A\

Nesting and Breeding Protection

Regular inspections » Reintroduction programs
(Reintroducing previously
displaced animal species)

>

A\

» Public outreach and education

v

» Water quality protection

) » Sensitive habitat preservation

v

Trail management
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Learning from great places

Pacific Spirit Park | Vancouver, BC

»

»

»

»

Clear multi-use areas

Pedestrian-only trails clearly signed with use
filtering gates

Multi-use trails wide enough to allow passing and clear
sight lines to reduce conflicts between user groups

Maintenance and restoration of environmental areas

Proven Approaches

Chilliwack Park Society | Chilliwack, BC

»

»

»

»

Family-oriented mountain bike area
Successful volunteer efforts that include all ages

First Nations involvement in place naming,
stewardship and skill development

Provides much-needed skill development area for
young/new learners to engage with the sport

Lost Lake Trails | Whistler, BC

»

»

»

»

»

Design and signage makes mountain bike trails clear,
while not prohibiting pedestrian use

Trail design encourages separation of uses

Wide multi-use trails that have well defined summer
and winter uses

Provincial standard for signage

Wildlife conservation education and efforts
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Current Visitation

Visitor origin Highlights
» Centennial Rose Garden sees the highest number of » Residents of neighbouring areas tend to visit the portions
Isitor Origin o of total visits users of any area in the BMCA. There are other pockets of the BMCA that are closest to them. The Centennial
Burnaby (minus SFU) 7% of Con.centrated use in the Velodrome and the Mountain Rose Garden draws in visitors from all over the region.
Air Skills Park.
SFU 23% » The southeast portion of the Park sees the highest
, volumes of trail use.
Coquitlam 17%
Vancouver 8% Add a sticky dot next
o o [ J ([ [ [ ([ '

Surrey o, What activities do you participate in while to all that apply!
ot Moody » visiting Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area? //77447744777777/4

(@)
New Westminster 3%

o Nature/
. ») E-biking Mountai o : :
Port Coquitlam 2% Commuting | waking | nooteioe, | biking | Wit Trail running |, 2550
’ viewing

North Vancouver 2%
Richmond 1% Yes
Langley 1%
All others 5%

No




Environmental Report

Add a sticky dot
hext to all that

apply!
How important are each of the following considerations to you when it comes
to planning future facilities within the Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area? N\

Equity and inclusivity
(available and accessible to all people)

////////////////

Environmental protection and conservation

Recreation (e.g., hiking, mountain biking)

Education
(e.qg., information boards on plants and animals)

Other (please specify)




Where are your favourite areas of the Burnaby Mountain?

e B ‘-_- - P
Sl T T

QR;S 1y P
ifﬂ:'f‘:’  HA I C

I‘-“:; L R - L
i { 3 1L e | R " P e r ' N ™
Wb W i A ] . LR ' N/ & L g i -2 = ' B ; - i

[ 4 - . “ .
& :,_- ': -

Legend

- Parks | | .. | |
Burnaby Mountain AEAEIHNERN AN
Conservation Area \ | R AN

l[ " Rights of Way
| Parking

[ Burnaby Mountain Bike
L Skills Park

—+— Railway

. ===+ Gondola Route
Transmountain Burnany
: Terminal

pe— Trans Canada Trail

Dual Use Trail (Pedestrian/
Cycling)

Multi Use Trail (Pedestrian/
E Cycling/Equestrian)

, = Pedestrian Only Trail

Urban Trail (Asphalt Multi
Use)

—— Urban Paths
e Bikeway

| === Cycle Road

ot B WL~ e ., = o My

L "I'.-.""E'i""g_-‘ .':‘-_I';:'J'____ _‘;t-"“':!r . Rer o
= ==

~=== Shoulder Bike Lane

- 7\, Waterway

; A Retention Pond

0 125 250 500 N
B W M Scale: 112000




Where are there challenges and barriers to access on Burnaby Mountain?
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Where are there opportunities for new amenities on Burnaby Mountain?
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Where could signage and wayfinding be improved?

Legend

Multi Use Trail-
Pedestrian / Cycling / Equestrian

Dual Use Trail-
Pedestrian / Cycling

Burrard Inlet

Barnet Marine

————— Pedestrian Only Trail
— — T onds Urban Trail (Asphalt Multi use)
P:rl?e arine Future
r
Barnet Hwy. Harm Jerome sl R — : Conservation Area Boundary
Sports Centre Traffic Signal \\". l Crosswalk/
Traffic Signal
= B JOr f
[/ ? /N ok Danger - Steep Terrain
YTk Bike : .
2 Mountain Air Trail ? and Cliffs. No Access
Bayview Dr. — . m— \Natercourse
o
3 @ Parking
=
7 . j - £ Information Kiosk
A Q9 DANGER - RUGGED STEEPTERRAIN S Q
c g
7 S . WITH DROP OFFS AND CLIFFS.
T Q View Point = L of ot o
. R NO ACCESS S Trail difficulty rating
S o) uncor . : - .
$ 2 Ridgeview Trail ',;'g;;;g?asm & (Private) Posted signs explain the degree of difficulty for each trail
$ ~ | PuicWC much the same way ski hills are marked. These signs will
& Trans Canada T rail help to make informed decisions about which route matches
[ BUes] your skill level. Watch for these markers at the entrance and
A4 Trail junctions of each trail. They list the trail name, details about
Hastings St. private g the route, and global positioning (GPS) reference. Unless
< e — :@rans — i oftherwise post(_ad, all trails are multi-use: for walkers,
Vancouver Tl R bicnic/informal hikers and CyC||StS.
lawn areas
(]
5 \ #‘;EI‘”E ‘ S Wide smooth gravel trails,
% Duthie- gentle grades good sight lines.
X n|on
“ Union St. zﬁ; S > Narrower gravel or dirt trails. May
Nle) . INTERMEDIATE have natural obstacles, and
= steeper grades to 20%.
= Requires good level of fitness.
Gear w
...... 0
’ AIITED E Narrow, steep trails with sharp
Curtis St. e v corners, natural obstacles, grade
;{@ urtis / R A B S \ % ‘ ADVANCED drops and poor traction on some
. Jammer & sections. Requires high level of
& experience and fitness.
< Burnaby Mountain Parkway
E : b N L [ ] [ ] . [ ]
E Trail wisdom: play it safe
‘ Our trails are shared and accessed by a variety of users

at the same time - from beginner to advanced hikers and cyclists.
As well, one trail is provided for equestrian users. Please

be courteous to all and remember that pedestrians have

the right-of-way.

)
I

Some trails travel through very steep terrain.
It is extremely important to stay on the trails
at all times.

Trans Mountain ‘
Pipeline Facility L S A
(Private)

Greystone

Park Squint Lake
Park

Halifax St. All trail users stay to the right hand side of the trail.

North R oad

Before you set out let someone know where you are
going and how long you will be gone.

Sidewinder
South

Remember this is a Conservation Area. Wildlife can
include bears, coyotes, cougars. Beware.

Squint Forest Grove Park

\ Lake
\_

Leave the Conservation Area in high winds.

Phillips Ave.

Y

Montecito
Park

Don't be a litter bug.

Coquitlam

Underhill Ave.

All trails are closed at night between dusk and dawn.

North Road

Burnaby Mountain &

Golf Course ‘9/@0 mgﬂﬁﬁdowood eD r, Park - Riders
v 5\\“ Broadway Maintain control of your bicycle at all times.
. ° [«

Wear a helmet and appropriate safety equipment.
To Stoney Never ride alone.
Creek Park To minimize environmental impact avoid riding in wet conditions.
To Loughheed Town Centre The trail conditions are subject to change. Inspect trail

Broadway ‘.i; features prior to ride. Ride within your limits.
- Call the City to report damage or danger (604-294-7450)




